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PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE 

Eleventh Report — “ACPAC 2011: A Report on the 11th Biennial Conference of the Australasian Council of 
Public Accounts Committees” — Tabling 

MR J.C. KOBELKE (Balcatta) [11.09 am]: I present for tabling the eleventh report of the Public Accounts 
Committee, entitled “ACPAC 2011: A Report on the 11th Biennial Conference of the Australasian Council of 
Public Accounts Committees”. 

[See paper 3434.] 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: The Australasian Council of Public Accounts Committees, commonly known as ACPAC, 
is the governing body that oversees the arrangements for the biennial conference of public accounts committees 
and like committees in the Australian states and territories, New Zealand, Papua New Guinea and the Solomon 
Islands. These conferences are valuable opportunities to exchange views and experiences between the different 
jurisdictions. Although the parliamentary systems across these jurisdictions have much in common, the varied 
approaches of their public accounts committee equivalents to common issues is often most instructive. The 
formal presentations and informal sharing of experiences between the PAC members and staff provide a much-
needed professional development opportunity.  

Following the 2009 conference in Wellington, New Zealand, the chair of the Western Australian PAC became 
the chair of ACPAC and responsible for arranging the next conference here in Perth. In April 2011 Perth hosted 
a highly successful ACPAC conference. The theme of the conference was “Seeking Improved Performance for 
PACs”. From the start of planning for the conference, we recognised that the timing of general elections across 
so many jurisdictions meant that many delegates would be new PAC members and possibly also newly elected 
members of their respective Parliaments. We thus set out to provide a conference agenda that would cover the 
important fundamentals of the work of a PAC. The Perth conference had a larger international PAC delegation 
than past conferences. Western Australia was able to use the conference to build on our relationships with South 
Africa, Namibia, Indonesia, Malaysia and Timor-Leste, whose delegates were new attendees to an ACPAC 
conference.  

The written and verbal feedback from delegates was overwhelmingly positive. The high attendance rate at all the 
sessions also demonstrated that delegates were engaged with the conference topics. It was most satisfying to 
have our work produce a conference that made such a good impression on our delegates, particularly our 
international visitors. This will hopefully have ongoing benefits to Western Australia in our relationship with 
these countries. As an example of that, I touch on a conversation I had with the chairman of the Audit Board of 
the Republic of Indonesia who said how impressed he was with the conference and how he saw the need to have 
similar opportunities for Indonesian members of Parliament and his auditors. He employs about 3 000 auditors 
across Indonesia. He is a very significant person within the structures of Indonesian government. His position is 
recognised within the Indonesian constitution. He was full of praise for the conference that he attended in Perth.  

The Auditors General held a separate conference on the first day using an adjacent room and joined the ACPAC 
conference for the second day. This arrangement furthered the important and productive relationship that 
generally exists between the PACs and the Auditors General across the jurisdictions. The Standing Committee 
on Estimates and Financial Operations—EFOC—of the Legislative Council partnered with PAC in the key 
decision making and funding of the conference. Hon Giz Watson, MLC, was the co-chair and assisted with the 
running of the conference sessions. Thanks must go to all the members of PAC and EFOC who supported the 
conference from its organisation through to participation in the conference session and events.  

The success of the conference was very much due to the organisational skill and many hours of hard work by the 
Public Accounts Committee secretariat: Dr Loraine Abernethie, our principal research officer, and Mr Mathew 
Bates, our research officer. Their contributions covered conference planning, bookings for delegates and guest 
speakers, liaising with the EFOC secretariat and arranging venues, facilities and catering. The publicity material, 
brochure, signage and conference booklet were also produced in-house, unearthing the unknown professional 
design and production skills of Mathew Bates. They did a great deal of work to arrange sponsorship and specific 
travel arrangements for some of our international delegates. This attention to detail ensured that, from arrival to 
departure, our sponsored delegates were able to fully participate and enjoy the conference and their experience of 
Perth. The fact that all the sessions ran to time and showed a high level of engagement by the participants was a 
direct result of the detailed planning and organisation put in place and executed by Loraine and Mathew. In a 
conference of this size and complexity, it would be expected that some little things might not go to plan. The fact 
that everything flowed so smoothly and without incident is a great testament to the commitment and hard work 
of both Loraine and Mathew, and I and other members of the committee are most appreciative of the wonderful 
job they did.  



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 26 May 2011] 

 p4110b-4111a 
Mr John Kobelke; Mr Tony Krsticevic 

 [2] 

MR A. KRSTICEVIC (Carine) [11.14 am]: I, too, would like to say a few words on the Public Accounts 
Committee report tabled today relating to the eleventh biennial conference of the Australasian Council of Public 
Accounts Committees. This is the second conference of this kind that I have attended. The first one was in New 
Zealand, which was a very good conference. This conference held in Perth, Western Australia, took it to another 
level, thanks to the good work of the Public Accounts Committee members and also to the outstanding 
contribution by the committee staff, Dr Loraine Abernethie and Mathew Bates. They did an outstanding job and 
need to be commended at the highest level for the work that they did. 

The feedback from the participants in the conference was that it was of an exceptional standard. They all gained 
a lot out of it. Some of the members have been to more than three conferences and they said that this one was of 
a different standard. That was very good feedback, and that can be seen in the report. I recommend that all 
members take the time to look at this report. There is a lot to learn. The sessions were of a high standard and 
were very informative, and I definitely got a lot out of them. There were sessions on parliamentarians and 
politicians, balancing independence and cooperation, opposition-led committees, engaging the public, emerging 
democracies, accountability in the growth age, reports from various Auditors General and jurisdictions, moving 
beyond key performance indicators, and freedom of information and access laws. All of those sessions are 
relevant to the work that we do in this Parliament, irrespective of which committee members are on or whether 
members are even on a committee. The learning that we can gain from this report and from looking at the slides 
is immense. We also had a keynote address by Bernard Salt, a well-known demographer, from KPMG. He did a 
session on “Managing and monitoring the rise of a big Australia: how demographic change is shaping the public 
spending agenda”. That was very informative and of a high standard. I encourage members to take a quick look 
at the report. It is well worthwhile. I will be reading through the material one more time because it was of such a 
high standard. Again, I thank everybody who supported and participated in this conference. I commend the 
report to the house.  
 


